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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


No additional information concerning subject 
in Passport Files. Description and photo- 
graphs obtained. 


- RUC - 


41 C- 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON. D„ C, 

Special Enployee^^Bi^SBii^^^ascertained that the 
records of tne Passport Division, Department of State, contained 
no additional information concerning the subject. 

. , . The following is a description of the subject as con- 

tained m his 1925 and 1929 passports: 


Height 

Hair 

Eyes 

Nose 

Forehead 

Mouth 

Chin 


Z/s/SZ ?M*f 

s Face 
e • * 5^5 Complexion 

■$' 2 ,y $ Occupation 
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2 - Washington Field 

(100-17324) 
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PROPERTY OF F|H - This confidential report and its contents are Ioane5~to~you / 4y the 
FBI and are n^r to be distributed outside of agency to which loaned 

643m *.952 
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ENCLOSURES : 

< _ 

TO ygT.f YORK : 

Six photographs of subject taken In June, 1927, 
August, 1929. 


-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


- 2 - 


rnd 



'WFO 100-17324 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

REFERENCE: New York teletype to Washington Field, 

Chicago, and Newark dated November 14 , 1951 - 


r 
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Tou nay vtsh to contact the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and the Alcohol Tar Dr.it, United Statee Treasury 
Department, for further tnformetion regarding the ccotioned 
individual and hie business interests ^ 
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To i 


From: 


Subject: 


Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2 
Department of the Arui f f . 

The Pentagon u tf- 1 

Washington 25, D , C. yv*' 

Attention: Chief , Security Division 


John Edgar Eoover - Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

AW AND EAVUER, K>< 3 . 

INTERNAL SECURITY - B 



Reference is made to the memorandum on the 
cautioned individual which was made available to you on 
August 23, 1951 . For your additional information, 
there are attached too copies of a memorandum regarding 
Armand Ecnmer end his business interests • 


X. 

k 

y 




You may wish to contact the Bureav of Internal 
Revenue end the Alcohol Tax Unit, United States Treasury 
Department, for further information regarding the c antioned 
individual end hie business interefsts , 
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rrAfOAKD PMM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

? ! DIR3CT0R, FBI (100-7 3k26> DATB: J anuar T 22 > 1952 


^ ,-?j ! DIR3CT0R, FBI (100-73426) 

Vp^qjl : S AC, CHICAGO (105-874) 
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SUBJECT: ARVAND HAMMER 
t INTERNAL SECTTRITV' - R 


/‘■'l 

■J J Rerep of SA _ 

J- is transmitted herewith 


dated 1/22/52 , at Chicago, which 
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cc: New York 
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Tot 



BY SPECIAL LESEEKC-ER 


pT Oi'ii 

Subject! 


Security Officer 
Ilotioncl Security Resources Board 
Boon IB, Executive Office Building 
17th ar.d Pennsylvania Avenue, A% F, 
Washington, 2?* C ’* 


i ■ 


I 


John Edgar Hoover - director 
Federc . T Bureau ©/ Jnueetf^ction 

(*) /T’ 

ATV/.YJ) BAIT EH, ©a, 

INTERNAL SECURITY - B , ' 


- j- - ^ : . •* T 

Kir-zi:-: is vttt.* ~~ r rizD except 

WHERZ SKOITK CTHEH.VJS2. 



Revenue and the Alcohol Tax Unit, United States Treasury 
Eepcrtrent , for further information regarding the captioned 
individual and his business interests • 






December £ 0 , 19S1 


C,\YZ'72 



To: 


From: 


Subject: 


£T special ve 


Adnini strator 

fie construct i cn Finance Corporation 
611 Vermont Avenue , X, W, 
Washington, D, C » 

John Edgar Hoover - Director 
Federal Bureau of Inveotigction 


'PEACES H i 

V 


rT*- 


/)?> U 


AAE’AJ’D rAW~R, » 0 . 

IE TE REAL SEC’JRITT - R 


v 

cr 


SC . rXiC&JtU* 


fle/orence is »o<Je to our communication of 
December 26, 19<P, which enclosed investigative reports 
concerning the captioned individual. For you** edditi onal 
information, there are attached too copies of a memorandum 
regarding Armand Hammer and hie business interests , 


Tou nog wish to contact the Burecu of Internal 
Revenue and the Alcohol Tas Unit, United States Treasury 
I>ev>artnent, for further information regarding the captioned 
individual end his business interests , 

IViis is for your confidential information end ? 
should not be di sseuinated outdidp of your department. 



Attach * e 


”|K. C: 

tPI 
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"C 




*t 


A ! U'!FO-'T r "‘’ "ONTAIUED 


\ 


urpn-i ;q s!"T- 

‘ \ 111 I '.J Lj ; * - j 


DA Tr 




jM-ENzeL' 



cb» uary 1, 1952 


p' 

.ws/i 


• c, 

WEkljKANUUM FOR MT;. TOLSON 
*■' MR. LADD,- 

. MR. BLLMDNT* 

*> * i ' ’ i — - 

Dn January 21, 1952, Senator Myles'I^dges called to 
c ^-? cr and lelt with me the attached statement pre t ared by pr^Arrr.aau 
jjgJ Itgi e x >. senator Bridget stated that this hkd been Jbanded to him by Dr. 
Hammer wh im fcc hr. d known for irme years. He slated that Dr. Hammer 
told hin. that he had recently been on some contract tor the Anr.to Service* 
aud had been denied the bid because of information in the fries erf the f LI 
concerting him. Senator Bridges stated that Dr. hlanm.e r wanted t .> have 
the attached document filed with the Bureau as it contained answer* and 
explanations to what might have raised so rue questions in the mind . *ii the 
authorities concerning his loyalty. According to Senator liridgtu, Dr. 
Hammer is a thoroughly loyal man In so far as he. Senator Bridgf-s, koowt. 


. 1 think it would be well to carefully analyze this document 

nnd also carefully review our files on Hammer so that we can be certain, 
that whatever information wc have i* accurate and correct. It may then be 
desirable to advise such agencies as were furnished the information on 
Hammer Copies of the brief which Dr. Hammer has forwarded to us from 
Senator Bridges. After this matter has been completely analyzed, 1 Wwuiu 
like to know what the facts are as 1 will want to have someone see Senator 
Bridges and brief him completely upon same. * 
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_____ onceming subject* fl ^ 
oiTwith Sena ter sixwss dRIDGK of N ev Hampshire, as % 
et forth in NY letter ^Bureau dated ll/28/5l, w* 11 JJP* be 
placed in report form by ai* °££fc, e > 

^ij Bicla. (5) ^*irC5^ — — * / 

') ec: Boston (%»1». 2) UijfcjSJ 

^ ib0RDtW» , 7/ 


Newark (100-28l|li5) (feels* 2) I ^ 

Omaha (Info.) (Enel. 1) |jJn£XED-14 31 


H 8 * 



Letter to Director, FBI 
IT 100-60586 




P oralnence, extreme discretion sh&lfcjM^eroiaed in the 




Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-60586 


selection of persons to be interviewed in order that the 
subject is not apprised ofinMjan^invest igatl on. In the 
event an interview with ^H^Hmi^hould appear desirable 
in the future. Bureau autnorvR^will be requested# 


&C- 
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/ ^ 



Bp- , 

iu.7 


federal'bureAu of invest 

2 cW I T Y I N ?^R M A T I 0 N - 
NEW YORK 



NEW YORK 


*'T^-s 22, 23/52 

ARMAND HAMMER, wa. , Dr. Armand Hammer 


REPORT MAX* *Y 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY 

60270 




INDEXED-?? 










NY 100-60586 



DETAILS: The title of this report is being changed to 

reflect the name D r. ARMAND HAMMER which name 

.of unknown reliability, has 

aaviseo cnaf’Tho - sub ject lT known by in view of his license 
to practice medicine in New York State, 


CITIZENSHIP 


) 


The records of th^Ne^Yor^C^j^Bureau of Vital 
Statistics reviewed by 5E November 15, 

1951, disclosed that ARMN^hAMMEJ^Ta^^^rn May 21, 1898 in 
New York City, His parents were JULIU^HAMMER, age 25, & 
druggist, born in Russia, and .ROSIE/LI EBSCHITZ, age 22, born 
in Russia, The certificate indicated they had two children 
and were residing at 406 Cherry Street, New York City, 




BUSINESS AND EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 




" ? - ; " ' - ; V- v . 

: . -y~- ■ ■ ^ ■ - :-r ■■ ^ ; ♦ 




V-V'- >>- - /* 

i*v‘ 


y-. wcy ss* ■ • -.-.M-**** .&r It 

■' -* ■ - V fifi* .. ^ ■ ■ ' . 



(Copies Continued) 

2 - Newark (100-28445) 
1 - Omaha (Info. ) 



NY 100-60586 








NY 100-60586 




Poor*s Register of Directors and Executives for 
1951 disclosed that ARMAND HAMMER, born in 1898, New York 
City, and a graduate of Columbia University, is Presid 
an^bire^oi^^^th^conmanies previously mentioned b 

In addition. Is Director' 
the First Bank and Trust Company of Perth Amboy, New Jersey* 


York . 


The Register also indicates the subject* s resi- 
dence as Alexander Drive, River Plaza, Red Bank, New Jersey, 





The subject and his two brothers, VICTOR and HARRY 
HAMMER also have alcohol plants in Gothsemane, Kentucky and 
Getna, Louisiana* They also operate a registered distillery 
in Baltimore, Maryland, and hold an industrial alcohol permit 
and a Class B alcohol distilling permit for the premises at 
the foot of Federal Street in Yonkers, New York. In addition, 
the HAMMER brothers and RAYMOND C. DICKIESON own the Dant 
Distillery in Dant, Kentucky. 







HAMMER left Germany for the United States to 
operate the A, Hammer Cooperage Corporation then located 
at 680 Fifth Avenue, New York City* 



affiliated with JL* Hammer Inc. which was formed as an in- 
vestment house to deal In stocks* 



He was als* at one time affiliated with 





the subject is a registered 

physician in New York State, During World War II he was classi- 
fied i|F by Local Draft Board 83 In New York City. He main- 
tains a bank account with the National Safety Bank and Trust 
Company, New York City. 


RESIDENCE OF SUBJECT 


Poor’s Register, previously mentioned, describes 
the subject’s residence as Alexander Drive, River Plaza, 
Red Bank, New Jersey. 





NY 100-60586 
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Sex: 

Race ; 

Height: 

Weight: 

Heir*: 

Eyes: 

Occupation: 
Marital Status: 
Immediate Rela- 
tives: 


Male 

White 

5 * 7 " - 5 ' 9 ” 

150 lbs. - 100 lbs. 

Dark brovm or black 
Grey 

Executive 

Married 

JULIUS HAMMER, father, deceased. 
ROSE HAMMER, mother. 

VICTOR J, HAMMER, brother. 

HARRY J. HAMMER, brother. 


PENDING 
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Copies of this report are being furnished to 
the Omaha and Chicago Offices for their information in 
view of leads outstanding in those divisions. 


LEADS 

BOSTON 

At Boston, Massachusetts 

Will report results of the investigation requested in 
New York letter to Bureau dated November 28, 1951# a copy 
of which was furnished to the Boston Office* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


THE DIRECTOR 
J (R, D. H. LADD 

c 


i s, ALL 

/ ^EREiN IS, Lj;i*/iSSiFiED 
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To bring to your at tention th e attached Memorandum whi'tfh f 

Rgfres an analysis of the statement prepared by Armand Hammer i n 
l ight of information previously developed by the. Bureau 8 inve 
gatTon, , Tou will recall that this statement was made available 
td~~you by Senator Styles Bridges on January 21, 1952 . It ( joes not 
appearin'; the .best interest of the Bureau to disseminate this state- 
ment to interested agencies • However, it is re comme nded that 
Hammer be interviewed at this time in accordance with the attached 
comnunicat ion to the Hew ?ork Office and the results disseminated 
to the appropriate agencies in report form . It does not appear 
desirable to brief Senator Bridges at this time, *TlS~Tie was furnished 
with the more important allegat ions "regarding Hammer on June 20, 

1949 • It would appear more desirable to brief Senator Bridges 

in this matter after the results of the interview of Hammer are known * 
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REVIEW OF STATEMENT B7 ARHAHD HAHHERt 
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Hammer, in his statementj denies Communist Party member- 
ship, but admits jioing.-busine ss with Ludwig Hartens through "the 
Allied Drug and Chemical Corporation prior to Hartens * .departure 
from the United States, in lieu of deportation in __1921, Hammer 
admits enlisting the aid^of .Charles Becht, whom he identified as 
Hartens f attorney in the United States, in obtaining a visa to enter 
the Soviet Union „ in 1921 . Hammer also admtlrs tuktnff~a motion 
picture film and a letter to Hartens in the Soviet Union on behalf 
of Charles Recht. It i* noted that this letter in part included 
a'reguest for pictures to be used for propaganda in the United 
States • Hammer statjd^ha±_he~opeTp.±ed~-bu8ine±8 veutur-ee- in the 
Sov iet Union f rom approximately 1922 to 1931, and early in his stay 
i n the S oviet^Union was in contact with Lenin • He stated that Lenin 
was sympathetic with his attempts to foster trade betweer^the 
sovtej M Unite* • » 6 /_ fv - 7 ^. 

Hammer stated that it was pCfatr to hold the reputation 
of his father. Dr. JuITus adimef^fag a^nst the sons Armand, Harry 
I a y \ctor J~ m even 'assuming that he was a radical and pro-Soviet• ,, 

| f Hammer also advised that unjust alle gations of Communist sympathy 
had been made concerning Hrs. Victor Hammer ( best known as Irene 
Wicker, a radio and television singer )• _ r Jr IP 0 *)"" v 
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Page 8 and exhibits 11 and 12 are missing from Hammer's 
statement , In the statement _ Hamm ST... termed allegations against 
h im g ossip " ajvf~stated that they were ."maliciously furnished" 
to government investigative agencies. Hammer's statement also 
advocates an investigati on to resolve the allegations against 
him in view of the "facts" set forth in his statement , He 
attached United States Army representatives for denying him a 
j lease of property on financial and technical grounds. Hammer also 
identified Special Agent John H. Sullivan , a Resident Agent at 
Clarksdale , i (i 3si ssippi t as the husband of Urs, Harry Hammer's 
sister * 

RE C OHJSENDA TI ON: 


It is recommended that Hammer's statement not be 
disseminated to interested agencies in its present form; however , 
ii is recommended that Hammer's explanations be resolved by an 
immediate interview and the results disseminated to pertinent 
agencies in investigative report form. 


* Senator Bridges was fumi shed with the more important 

I! allegations regarding Hammer on June 20 t 2949, it does not jappepr 
| that any purpose would be served in further briefing him in this 
S matter until Hammer has been interviewed in connection with the 
specif ic allegations concerning him, A letter is attached 
instructing the New York Office to interview Hammer in connection 
with these allegations. It is noted that Hammer's statement terms 
the allegati ons against him "gossip” and stated that they were 
"maliciously furnished" to government investigative agencies. 
Hammer's statement also advocates an investigation to resolve the 
allegations against him in view of the "facts" set forth in his 
y statement, A copy of Hammer's statement is also enclosed for the 
information and assistance of the New York Office, 
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To bring to your attention , in accordance with your »*“* 

memorandum of February 1, 1952 , a brief analysis of the stateme'fi % 

prepared by Armand Hammer in light of information previously 
developed by the Bureau's investigation , Tou will recall that 
Senator Styles Bridges delivered this statement to you on January 21, 
1952, and advised that Hammer wanted this statement filed with the 
Bureau as it included explanations to questions of Hammer's loyalty , 

A review of Hammer's statement reveals that it would not be in the 
best interest of the Bureau to di sseminate this statement in its 
present form; however , it is recommended that Hammer's explanations 
be resolved by an immediate interview and the results disseminated 
to pertinent agencies in investigative report form. 


On June 20, 1949, Senator Bridges was furnished with the 
more important allegations regarding Havener and it does not appear 
that any purpose would be served in further briefing him in this 
matter until Hammer has been intervi ewed in connection with the 
specific allegations concerning him • A letter is attached instruct- 
ing the Hew Y ork Office to interview Hammer in connection with thes e 



INDICATIONS OF COEEUNIST OR SOVIET CONNECTIONS 
LEVELOPED BY THE BUREAU'S INVESTIGATION: 







Investigation further determined that in 1921, Armand 
Banner went to Russia to set un a camnletelv eouinned field 



Hammer abandoned hTs jTeTa hospital project in favor of business 
dealings with Russia . Hammer *s activities came to the attention of 
Lenin who was in sympathy with Hammer's attempts to promote trade 
between the Soviet Union and the United States , While in Russia 

in 1921 and 1922, Hammer secured a monopoly to develop abestos 
mines there , In connection with Hammer's examination of the abestos 
properties in J?ussio in 1921, he was accompani ed by Martens, who 
was then a member of the Russian Central Executive Committee , 

Upon hi 8 return to the United States on June 13, 1922 , Hammer 
allegedly advised the press that he had told Soviet government 
officials that he was a capitalist and was in Russia to make money . 



In January, 1922, the Allied American Corporation was 
formed by the Hammer brothers and became the parent corporation for 
subsequent operations of the Hammers in the Soviet Union, The 
Hammers represented approximately 35 United States' concerns in 
the Soviet Union, including the ford Motor Company, In 1927, 

Armand Hammer was granted the monopoly for the manufacture of pencils 
in Russia, In 1931, Armand Hammer departed from the Soviet Union 
taking with him a valuable collection of gold plate, jewelry, 
ceramics and art treasures valued from 2 to 5 million dollars. 

After a brief stay in France, Armand Hammer returned to the United 
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States in 1932 and engaged in selling items from this valuable 
collection . Armand ffammer founded the A • Hammer Cooperage 
Corporation in 1933 in Hew Tor* , and obtained a contract with 
Amtorg for barrel staves • In September , 1934 , the concern. Hammer 
Galleries , was organized in Hew TorK in connection with di sposing 
of "this collection, and Armand Hammer continues to hold an interest 









In the statement supplied by Amend Eammer, he denied 
membership in the Communist Party , Ee admitted doing business with 
Ludwig Martens through the Allied Drug and Chemical Corporati on, 
a concern operated by the Eammer family , Eammer stated that his 
concern sold drugs and oil machinery to the Russians in the amount 
of $ 100,000 . Of this amount , $75,000 represented the bill for oil 
machinery and was uncollected at the time Martens departed from 
the United States for the Soviet Union, Eammer indicated that he 
went to the Soviet Union in 1921, to do field hospital relief work 
and to engage in business with the Soviet Union / Eammer claimed 
that an employee, Boris Mi shell, was left to organise the Allied 
Drug and Chemical Corporation office in Russia, and to collect the 
money due that corporati on ($75,000) for the oil machinery which 
had been previ ously supplied to the Soviet Union , Ee stated that 
Mi shell was successful in this regard. It is noted in this 
connection that on August 9, 1949~, the Bureau received from 
Senator Bridges information in his possession concerning Eammer, 
This information was based upon a discussion which Senator Bridges 
had with Armand Eammer, Dr, Armand Eammer allegedly told Senator 
Bridges that when Martens left the United States, there was a 
substantial unpaid balance due Eammer "for some machinery and 
equipment” which Martens had purchased and which has never been 
paid for to this date , 

In instant statement Armand Eammer indicated that due 
to the difficulty in obtaining a visa to enter the Soviet Union , 
he enlisted the aid of Charles Recht, whom he described as the 
American attorney for Ludwig Martens . Eammer stated that in order 
to enhance his chances of obtaining a visa to enter the Soviet 
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Union , he carried to Russia the movie film concerning the departure 
of Ludwig Martens from the United States with the accompanying 
letter , After arriving in the Soviet Union and witnessing the 
famine there. Hammer stated that he promoted an exchange of wheat 
fr*n the United States for Russian furs , This transaction came to 
the attenti on of premier Lenin which resulted in conversations and 
correspondence with Lenin , who was sympathetic to Hammer* s attempts 
to promote trade between the Soviet Union and the United States, 
Hammer stated that while in the Soviet Union, he joined a group 
headed by Martens to examine qbestos mines. Hammer subsequently 
was granted the right to develop these properties by the Soviet 
Government , Hammer pointed out that he was subsequently in contact 
with Henry Ford and represented his interest as well as numerous 
other large industrial concerns in the United States in connection 
with their business dealings with the Soviet Union, Hammer also 
was granted the concession to manufacture pencils in the Soviet 
Union, In 1929, Armand Hammer claims to have set up his brother, 
Victor, in the antique business and purchased many art obj’ects in 
the Soviet Union for sale in the United States, Hammer stated that 
he sold out his holdings in the Soviet Union as Stalin had reversed 
Lenin* s policy of encouraging the investment of foreign capital in 
the Soviet Union, He stated that in .August., 1931, the final 
settlement was made with the Soviet Union and he received payment 
in cash , notes and foreign currency . After selling out the 
Russian holdings of the Hammers, Armand Hammer remained in Paris for 
approximately one year where he traded in Russian notes. He 
subsequently returned to New Fork and concentrated on developing 
the art gallery business with his brothers. In 1933, the Hammers 
built a cooperage factory in Brooklyn, New Fork, and manufactured 
barrels for beer and whiskey trade. He stated that at first they 
used Russian white oak purchased from Amtorg as American white 
oak was not available. 

In connection with his father. Hr, Julius Hammer, Hammer 
stated that he was pardoned by Governor Alfred H, Smith in connection 
with the conviction of 1919, of performing an illegal operation 
on a woman patient who subsequently died. He further stated that 
regardless of the reputation of his father "even assuming that he 
was a radical and pro-Soviet,** it is unfair to hold his reputation 
against his sons "who have been loyal Americans all their lives and 
who have no sympathy with Communism or the Russian regime ," Hammer 
also stated that unj'ust allegations of Communist sympathy had 
been made concerning Mrs, Victor Hammer ( best known as Irene Wicker, 
a radio and television singer ), 




( 

\ 



As (Senator Bridges teas furni shed with the more important 
allegations regarding Hammer on June 20 f 1949 9 it does not appear 
that any purpose would be served in further briefing him in this 
natter until Hammer has been interviewed in connection with the 
specific allegations concerning him. A letter is attached 
instructing the New York Office to interview Hammer in connection 
with these allegati ons. It is noted that Hammer's statement terms 
the allegations against him " gossip " and stated that they were 
"malici ously furnished" to government inve stigati ve agencies. 
Hammer's statement also advocates an investigation to resolve the 
allegations against him in view of the "facts" set forth in his 
statement. A copy of Hammer's statement is also enclosed for the 
information and assistance of the Hew fork Office. 
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To bring to your attention the attached memorandum 
sets forth all pertinent inf ormati on in Bureau files regarding Arlfitind- 
Hammer in accordance with your request of January 21, 1952 . 

BACKGROUND: 


.% ! «IH. 




v >■ 
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RECC’:7'END£ TION: 



The foregoing is for your information; however , 
investi gati on in this matter is continuing and pertinent 
developments will he brought to your attenti on. 



- 2 - 



Ft ED EXCEPT 


CTA^iLAHD FlMM HQ. 6* 


( 


Office Mem. randum '^ukfrED spates government 


! The Director 
FROM : 2fr. D . M. Ladd 




date: January 21, 1952 


SUBJECT: ARMAND RAMMER 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


PURPOSE: 


M 

Vi 


i ■ 


Lj 

e 


- V, s* 


:uv'. 

KvH 


If 


J*o summarise all pertinent information in Bureau 
iles regarding Armand Rammer for your information in accord- 
ance with your request of January 21, 1952. 


T»l*. iw-*- 


BACKGROUND: 


C ity . 

& 


Armand Rammer wa s bornon May 21 f 1898, in New York 
During World War I, Hammer served in the military service 
of the United States, having been assigned to the S.A.T.C . 

Student Army Training Corps) of Columbia University in New York, 
with the rank of Private. Rammer received a 1 f.D. Degree from 
Columbia University in 1921, and was licensed to practice medicine 
in New York. In 1920, Hammer married Olga, daughter of a wealthy 
Russian General , Baron Yadin Nicholaeibitch Root . Prior to her 
marriage she had appeared on the stage in Europe as Olga Badina. 

In the early 1940's, they were divorced , and Hammer married Urs. 
Angela C. Zevely , the daughter of Hr. and Urs. James W. Carey of 
Pittsburgh , in December of 1943. 

While attending medical school and subsequent thereto, 
Armand Hammer, his half brother, Harry, and his brother, Victor, 
operated the Allied Drug and Chemical Corporation. This was a 
pharmaceutical chemical business which was owned by their father. 
Dr. Julius Rammer, who was then serving a sentence in Ring Sing 
Prison for criminal abortion . 

In 1921, Armand Hammer went to Russia reportedly to 
set up a completely equipped field hospital which he had purchased 
from the United States Government. After his arrival in Russia, 
Rammer negotiated an exchange of wheat from the United States 
for a quantity of Russian furs. This transaction was allegedly 
brought to the attention of Premier Lenin , who allegedly summoned 
Hammer to Moscow. According to the June 14, 1922 , issue of the 
"New York Times," Hammej'^had in his possession a letter from 
(mss. &E:U. 
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Lenin dated May 10, (1922), in which Lenin apologised for his 
" imperfect English" and wished for the success of Hammer's first 
trade concession . In this communication, Lenin indicated that 
it was of the utmost importance for future trade relations be- 
tween the Soviet Union and the United States. While in the 
Soviet Union in 1921 and 1922, Hammer secured for the Allied 
Drug and Chemical Corporation a monopoly to develop the abestos 
mines in the vicinity of Ekaterinberg , Russia. Upon his return 
to the United States on June 13, 1922, Hammer allegedly advised 
the press that he had conferred with officials of the Soviet 
Government and advised them that he was a capitalist and was 
there to make money . 

This was followed by other business activities in 
Russia by Hammer including dealings in furs and a monopoly for 
the manufacture of pencils in Russia. The Hammer brothers 
formed the Allied American Corporation in 1922, which acted as 
an agent in Russia for approximately 35 concerns in the United 
States , including the Ford Motor Company. Armand Hammer was 
Vice-President and Secretary of the Allied American Corporation. 
Armand Hammer was also President of the Allied American Fur 
Sales Agency, Inc., which was organised in 1923, as a selling agent 
for the Allied American Corporation. The activities of the 
Allied Fur Sales Agency , Inc., were taken over in 1927, by the 
Affiliated Allied American Corporation, which was discontinued 
in 1929. 





Armand Hammer retailed antiques and other valuable 
items in his collection through the L’Ermitage Galleries , In- 
corporated , organised in New York in October, 1929; and the 
A . Hammer Company , Inc., in New York, organised in October, 1930. 
The name of the A. Hammer Company, Inc., was changed to Hortense 
Galleries, Inc., in November, 1935 . Shortly thereafter this 
concern was sold to outside interests and is now inactive . The 
Hammer Galleries was organised in New York in September, 1934 
and Armand Hammer still retains an interest in this concern. In 
connection with these enterprises, dealing with the sale of 
antiques and art treasures, the William Randolph Hearst Art 
Collection and the Romanoff Treasures from Russia were disposed 
of. Hammer utilised store space at Gimbels and Lord and Taylor, 
both in New York City, in connection with these dealings . 



chartered in 1933, in New York . The 1 {arch 28, 1935, issue of 
the n New York Times n reported that Armand Hammer, who anticipated 
a market for beer barrels, organised instant company and obtained 
a contract with the Amtorg Trading Corporation for barrel staves . 
The February 16, 1941, issue of the " Daily News " in New York 
reported that Hammer obtained his barrel plant through the Amtorg 
Trading Corporation and had obtained a 2-year monopoly of Russian 
wood. This concern was sold in 1941 to the 1 iilltown Cooperage 
Company; however, Armand Hammer retained a financial interest 
in this firm. It is also noted that A. Hammer Cooperage allegedly 
secured a loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation in 
1939. 

In 1944, Armand Hammer entered the distilling business 
under the name United Distillers of America, Inc., and the West 
Shore Wine and Liquor Company. Armand Hammer and his brothers 




c 


had interests in the Dant Distillery of Dant , Kentucky , alcohol 
plants in Gethsemane, Kentucky and Getna , Louisiana , and in 
addition , unidentified liquor interest in Cuba . Armand Hammer 
currently resides on his farm on Alexander Road , Middletown 
Township, Hew Jersey, where he is engaged in raising registered 
Aberdeen Angus cattle. Hammer is a Director of the First Bank 
and Trust Company of Perth Amboy, Hew Jersey, is a member of 
the Board of Governors of the Monmouth Memorial Hospital of 
Long Branch, Hew Jersey ; and is President of the Hew Jersey 
Aberdeen Angus Breeders Association, (ibid 14,16,17,42,47,55) 
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The current investigation o 


a security interest 


evel oped 


It is noted that Armand Hammer was inv^&igated by this 
Bureau from July 29, 1921 to July 14, 1922, and again from April 19, 
1944 to July 13, 1946. This case was reopened on October 26, 1951 , 
and is in a pending status . In connection with this investigation, 
information has been supplied to the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, National Security Resources Board, Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation, the Alcohol Tax Unit, G-2, and the Department. The 
following have preui ously been furnished inf or mat ion _r el at ive to 
the subject based upon their requests for the same 









The foregoing is for your information ; however 3 
investigation in this matter is continuing and pertinent 
aeveiopments will be brought to your attention . 
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At 10:30 a* m. the director colled, stating 
he desired /or his use o »emorondum o/ oil In/orna- 
tlon In the Bureau files concerning the c aptioned 
individual . The Director furnished the following 
background information: Hammer Is from N e u> York 

City , has companies in various parts of the United^ 
States, and also has an art gallery in New York \ 

Ci ty . 

ACTION 

toes tel ephoni call y advised of the 
re$n?s^^^*eaduittd that Ifawner It the mu bject of 
an active ctp loncj-c ease and, therefore, I request ei 

prepare tht-T goes ted tunnory. X 
t ^s'litaorandu^ It delay directed 
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